
 
Role of Temperature in Melting Gold 

Gold has a high melting point of 1,064°C (1,947°F), which means that it requires a 
high temperature to melt. The melting point of gold is higher than most other 
metals, making it a challenging process to melt. The temperature required to melt 
gold depends on the purity of the gold. For example, 24 karat gold has a higher 
melting point than 14 karat gold. 

The temperature for melting gold can range from 1,000°C to 1,200°C (1,832°F to 
2,192°F). It is important to note that the temperature should not be too high, as 
this can cause the gold to oxidize and result in a loss of gold. On the other hand, if 
the temperature is too low, the gold will not melt completely. 
 
Use of Furnace in Melting 

A furnace is a device used in the melting process to heat the gold to the required 
temperature. There are different types of furnaces used in the melting process, 
including electric, gas, and propane furnaces. The type of furnace used depends 
on the amount of gold being melted and the desired temperature. 

Electric furnaces, commonly known as induction furnaces, are the most common 
type of furnace used in the melting process. They are easy to use and maintain, 
and they provide precise temperature control. Gas and propane furnaces are also 
used in the melting process, but they require more maintenance and are not as 
precise as electric furnaces.  
 
When it comes to smelting and refining gold, there are several materials that are 
needed to ensure the process is successful. These materials play a critical role in 
the smelting and refining of gold, and without them, it would be difficult to get 
accurate results. here some of the essential materials used in melting gold. 
 
Fluxes are critical in the melting and assaying process as they help to remove 
impurities from the gold, making it easier to work with. Fluxes work as a buffer by 
forming a slag that floats on top of the molten gold, which can then be easily 
removed. Common fluxes used in the process include borax, silica, and lime. 
 
 



 
Silica 

Silica is used as a flux in the melting and assaying process. It helps to remove 
impurities from the gold, making it easier to work with. Silica also helps to 
prevent the gold from sticking to the crucible during the melting process. 

Borax 

Borax is a common flux used in the melting and assaying process. It helps to 
remove impurities from the gold, making it easier to work with. Borax also helps 
to prevent the gold from oxidizing during the melting process. I commonly use 
borax as the main flux agent for the melts I conduct. 

1. Litharge - lead monoxide, an oxide containing one atom of oxygen in its molecule  
 
Litharge is another essential material used in the melting and assaying process. It 
can be used as a flux to help separate and remove impurities from the gold, 
making it easier to work with. 

Importance of Lead 

Lead is another essential material used in the melting and assaying process. It can 
be used to collect the gold during the melting process, as it has a lower melting 
point than gold. Lead also helps to separate the gold from other impurities, 
making it easier to work with. 

In summary, the materials used in melting gold play a critical role in the process. 
Fluxes help to remove impurities from the gold, while lead, silica, borax, lime, and 
litharge all have specific functions that help to make the process easier and more 
accurate. By understanding the role of each material, you can ensure that your 
melting and assaying process is successful and provides accurate results. 

 

You can achieve around 90% pure gold by smelting to achieve higher purity - the 
nuggets may be put through the Merrill–Crowe process, Miller process 



or Wohlwill process. The Miller method uses chlorine in the molten mix and can 
raise purity to 99.5%. 

 
The Merrill–Crowe Process is a separation technique for removing gold from 
the solution obtained by the cyanide leaching at least 99% pure 
 
The Miller process is an industrial-scale chemical procedure used to refine gold to 
a high degree of purity (99.5%) 
 
The Wohlwill process is an industrial-scale chemical procedure used to refine 
gold to the highest degree of purity (99.999%).  
 


